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Frequently Asked Questions for Learners
 

1)
What is 'Skills for Life'? What does it mean?

'Skills for Life' is the national strategy for improving adult literacy (English) and numeracy (maths) in England. This strategy includes national standards for adult literacy, numeracy and language learning, a national curriculum for each, entry-level qualifications and national tests. It also includes an adult pre-entry curriculum, which is used to teach adults who have learning difficulties and differences.

'Skills for Life' is sometimes described as:
'the ability to read, write and speak in English, and to use mathematics at a level necessary to function at work and in society in general'

The Skills for Life strategy document highlights that:
'Seven million people have poor literacy and numeracy skills, including around half a million or more who struggle with English because it is not their first language.'

You can achieve a Skills for Life certificates in: 

· adult literacy 

· adult numeracy 

and are available at a level of learning to suit you. The levels are: 

· Entry level (three levels to choose from - Entry 1, Entry 2 and Entry 3) 

· Level 1 

· Level 2 

There is also a Skills for Life qualification in English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL). 

2)
What is an initial assessment?

An initial assessment is not a test. It is just a method of finding out the level that you are working at. 

You can complete the assessment on the computer or on paper if you prefer.

Your tutor will talk to you and clearly explain how to do this.

3)
What is a diagnostic assessment?

A diagnostic assessment will give you a clearer understanding of your skills, strengths and weaknesses. 

It will also give you an indication of the specific areas that you need to work on.

Your tutor will talk with you and clearly explain how to complete this.

4)
What happens after I have done the assessments?

Your tutor will discuss with you the areas that you need to work on and, together, you will design an Individual Learning Plan that you can work on at your own pace.

You will also complete a Learning Style Questionnaire to help you to find out which way you learn best. 

5)
What is a Learning Styles Questionnaire?

A learning styles questionnaire will indicate whether you are: 

· a visual learner (you learn by watching) 

· an auditory learner, (you learn by listening) 

· a kinaesthetic learner (you learn by doing) 

which will also help your tutor to tailor the programme to suit your learning needs.

6)
Where can I attend the programmes?

You can attend English and maths sessions in various locations: 

· local college 

· community centres - including libraries 

· family learning programmes within local schools 

· Learndirect 

· Workplace - many employers are realising the value of upskilling their employees under the Government’s Train to Gain service and provide Skills for Life sessions as part of their development programme 

· private training providers 

where you will find sessions to suit your requirements - throughout the day and also during the evening.  

7)
What will I learn about in the English and maths sessions?

English sessions will cover areas of: 

· Reading 

· Writing 

· Punctuation and grammar 

· Speaking and listening 

Maths sessions will cover areas relating to: 

· Numbers 

· Percentages 

· Fractions and data 

· Multiplication and subtraction 

· Measurement 

· Shapes 

· Times 

8)
What are the National Tests and what are they like?

The National Tests are tests that check your Literacy (English) and numeracy (maths) skills.

They are similar to the driving theory test and they have 40 multiple-choice questions. You read the questions and decide on your answers from 4 choices.

The literacy test checks your reading and understanding skills, spelling skills and checks to see if you understand punctuation and grammar.

The numeracy test checks that you understand calculation, measurement and handling data.

The test can be taken on the computer, which is called an 'on screen' test and if you take the test this way, you get your results immediately and your certificate will be posted to you, usually within one month.

The test can also be taken using the paper-based method. If you take the test this way, you will have to wait, usually one month or so, for your results, as they have to be posted to the examination board to be marked.

9)
How long do the tests last?

The literacy test lasts for one hour. The numeracy test lasts for one hour and fifteen minutes.

If you have a learning difficulty such as dyslexia, you can be given an extra 25% of the time allocated for the test.

Your tutor will explain the details to you.

10)
If I don't pass the test, can I take it again?

Yes you can take it again, but it is a good idea to brush up on the areas that you found difficult before you take the test again.

You can use the practice tests to help you also.

Your tutor will advise you.

11)
You say that Levels 1 and Levels 2 are equivalent to GCSE levels. Can you explain this to me?

Level 1 is the equivalent to Key Skills or NVQ Level 1, GNVQ Foundation or GCSE grades D-G.

Level 2 is the equivalent to Key Skills or NVQ Level 2, GNVQ Intermediate or GCSE grades A*- C.

12)
How much will the programmes cost?

There is no charge to attend the programme. The programmes are FREE and are funded by the government.

13)
What credibility will the qualifications have with employers?

Employers do recognise the Adult Literacy and Adult Numeracy qualifications because they show that you have an up to date knowledge of English and maths and the ability to put into practice the skills that you have learned.

Some universities are taking these adult qualifications as entry onto higher education programmes. 
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